How To Know If Your Degree Is Fake Or Real?
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In the modern job market, a degree is often seen as a critical asset for job seekers. Whether you’re just
entering the workforce or climbing the career ladder, having a valid degree can significantly impact your
chances of getting hired. However, with the rise of online services offering fake degrees, fake certificates,
and even fake university degrees, it's becoming increasingly difficult to determine the authenticity of
academic credentials. These fake degrees can be enticing for those looking to bypass the years of hard
work required to earn a real qualification, but they can also cause major repercussions, including job
loss, damaged reputations, and legal trouble. So, how can you tell if a degree is real or fake? Here are
some essential steps you can take to identify fraudulent credentials.

1. Check the Accreditation Status

Accreditation is one of the most important indicators of a legitimate educational institution. A fake
degree is often issued by a school that isn’t accredited or registered with recognized educational bodies.
Many fake certificates come from diploma mills, which are schools that are not authorized to offer
legitimate degrees. To verify whether the institution is accredited, you can visit the website of the
relevant accrediting agency and cross-check the details.

2. Inspect the Quality of the Document
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The appearance and quality of the degree certificate can be a major giveaway. Real university degrees
typically have high-quality printing, special watermarks, holograms, and embossed seals. A fake degree
may be printed on cheap paper with poor-quality ink or may lack these distinguishing features
altogether. Additionally, real documents are usually signed by officials from the institution, such as the
registrar, and feature the correct logos or school seals. If the document appears poorly printed or lacks
the security features found in legitimate degrees, it is likely a fake certificate.

3. Research the Reputation of the University

If you're presented with a degree from a university or college, it’s important to verify that the school
exists and has a good reputation. Fake university degrees are often awarded by institutions that are

unknown, fake, or have a questionable reputation. Use reliable sources to research the university's
standing in the academic world. Check reputable academic ranking websites or directories of recognized
universities. If the university doesn’t show up on any respected list, or if there are complaints about the
institution, it is likely a fake.

4. Contact the University Directly

One of the most foolproof ways to determine whether a degree is real or fake is to contact the university
that supposedly issued the degree. Legitimate universities keep records of their graduates, and they can
confirm whether a degree was awarded to a specific individual. Some universities have online
verification systems, while others may require a formal request. If the university cannot confirm the
degree’s legitimacy, or if they provide vague or contradictory responses, the degree may very well be
fake.

5. Review the Degree’s Details

Examine the degree of unusual formatting, errors, or inconsistencies that could suggest it's not
authentic. A fake certificate may contain incorrect fonts, missing signatures, misspelled names, or other
errors that a legitimate degree would not have. Additionally, some fake degrees will be issued without
essential details like the graduation date, the degree type, or course information. You can compare the
degree against examples of authentic degrees from the same university to spot differences in font, seal
design, or other distinguishing features.

Conclusion

The rise of fake degrees and fake certificates poses a significant challenge to employers and individuals
alike. Whether you’re hiring someone or verifying your credentials, it’s crucial to remain vigilant in
spotting fraudulent degrees. By following the steps outlined above—checking accreditation, inspecting
the document’s quality, researching the university’s reputation, contacting the issuing institution, and
reviewing degree details—you can effectively determine whether a degree is real or fake. In today’s job
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market, taking these precautions can help prevent legal complications and protect both job seekers and
employers from falling victim to fake university degrees.
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